in Honor Of
Cary Lafayene Carter
1832-1892
By Jamic Woods Reecham

r of 1832, Cary Lafayefte Carter wis born te Cary and Mn!m:: il:!?sit’ed
Carter in Benry County, Virginia. In the Henry County 185? Cennun , 5
living with Felix Pratt, a distant consin, 1:; .mbmi h.;tn:r :‘;:1: c‘:‘:sb::tmher o
' Wells. and it is through this relationsbip with P
l:::?%::'tmdcud}e, SusanpWells that bro:gh:;:: ogg?r;u;tg:uﬁ:;ﬁ ::ntll:(::::k:as
iy in Mershous Crossroads. of bis _
‘tl; g::m, who resided at Mershoms Crossroads and how he met his future
by i Cliav Counnty, 10 Charlic and
' Spivey's sister, Mary Jane was bors 1 1843 Clny A
:I'l::sbet?‘!,l?owmng Spivey. She and Cary Carter were married Dec. 22, 1889 at the
i ‘hurch by Miniater, Wm. Landrumy. )
ﬁe:::?;‘;oia:nl Cwonnty Cen'snl. Mershons Crossroads, Cary is Iut'edL?s tt:e:::td
of household, a3 C.L. Carter uge 26,born Va. Mary J. age 16, born Ky, Livieg

is Moses Spivey and his young family.
:l':(;;ozﬂaq’u l?m zhi!d was born, they anmed her Makala, after his mother.

I the vea

Heeding the call of his country, Cary eplisted in the Union Army at Cansp Dick
Robinson, in what was known as Coldwell’s Company , under C;puh“uud Doctor
Thomas Peyton Coldwell on the 26™ day of August ,1861, 1o Co. *K’, 1 Infantry
Regiment. This regiment was one of the first vecruited in the State and was
organized try Col. Theophilus Garrard and mustered into service under the
command of Gen. George H. Thomaa,
"The regiments first engagement was at Wildeat in the Spring of 1862, it was a herald
victury for the then struggling Uvlon Army, pertinent in capturing the Cumberiand
Gap, a vits] transportation route for Union troups. Cary would miss the battle due
to an illness.
The regiment was ordered seuth, by way of Memphis, traveling by the Mississippi
River and joined forces with General Skerman. In 1864 th gI ) e
ey joined the Red River
ex;_redirion under Geners) Banks, and suffered severely in killed
prisoners. Th . 3 y wounded and
:  regiment remained at Baton Rouge ¢n garrizon d
Lary’s firat born som Charlie, was born in 1863 while he -
Vicksburg. He was named from Mary Jaae’s father Tas on s way to

Cary was honorably discha Ik
rged October 5, 1864 at Loulsviile, K
three years of enlistment, returning home a :zhnngad mln.“ " Y compleitog

dumes Thoman Carier was bo
On August 19%, 1867 Cary
the county of Jackson, poy

re January of 1866, ke was called J.7T.

began the process of obtaining an Invalid

War pension i
nee 34 11 iy Tackson. t office, (?mn Hall, which he gives as his mide[:;e hi: N
Do ble slate ot while int service be was first attacked with Yellow Jnd,en in
Decemb af Lumdon, Ky #nd after with pneumonia fever which settled into his
! prevenis his szeing how to labor for & living, Being almost blind, genin:



worse and worse”™. Thet since leaving the service he bas resided in Jackson County
anyd his occupation bas been trying to labor vn a farm and that prior to his service
he was & good and sound physical health and being earolled as u farmer. That he is
now totally divabled from cibtainiog his subasistence from mannal labor.”

M.C. Hughes of Green Hall Ky signed the pefition a3 his attorney

Jadmes . Carter and Robert M. Flannery signed as witnesses.

Ajtached with this petition, dated Oct 21, 1867 is the examining surgeon signed
Giretn V. Holland.

Chptain nad doctor T.P. Coldwell submitted this in brief, “That I am well
adquainted with Cary L, Carter, sod that he was in well health and highly
respectable when joiming the eompany, #ud while cmuped in London Ky, the soldier
whs taken sick and sent to the hospitel , that after revived he rejoined the troop at
Cumberiznd Ford and there he relapsed and was semt ta Barbourville, very sick and
in recovery his eyes were badly affecied and remains so.

The prosivn of 1867 was declined for inndequate information.

10 June EB6H,Cary’s son, Moses Carter was born named after Mary Jane's, brother
a:tl Cary’s comrade and friend, Moses Spivey who had died from lung discase in
1860,

The 1870 Laure] Counoty Census;

C.L. Carter age 37 bern V.- Mary Jape age 26 born Ky-Mahaley age 9, James T.
age 4 and Moses age 2.

I 1872 , Cary agaln tries for Invalid peasion, K.T Tuggie of Fayette County Ky,
gives testimony, stating * That he was the assisting surgeon in charge of the Hospitsl
at Barbourville Ky and remembers Cary Carter heing admitted afflicied with
typhoid fever, that he wxs a viry serfous ease, his eyes were attacked with severe
inflammation nad he was nearly bilind upun Jeaving the hospital. Fie seates he has
had epportunicy to reexamine the soldier and that be still ia laboring under the
severe disease of the cyes.”

Dr. James D. Foster, also submitied an examination of the sawe.

Clary’s own wards ;
“'| am the same Cary L. Carter who enlisted in the Ky 7 Infantry co. 'K”, that 1
reésided in the vicinity of Mershens Crossroads five years before wmy enlistment and
was i farmer. That | contracted the fever while in service and in line of duty at
Camp Cumberland Ford Ky about the 15 day of March 1862 from exposure while
repriring the area sver which supplies were being drawn for troops stationed there
when I became delirious and remained In an unconscious state some 4 to 5 weeks at

rbourville. That when 1 regrined my normal mental power § discovered o my

t borror that I was nearly blind so much as to nat be abie to diatiagnish festures

of anyone, I was treated those weeks by Dr, William Gugg who put in for 2
discharge which failed to come, and I was sent oo with others to Menphis Tennessee
when I was agein retsined in Hosplisl there and operated on for cataracts on both
eyes. | was sent an ngain ta finally reachk my company at Baton Rooge La in Nov.
1863 unable for duty and remained there until my discharge in Oct 1864 when |



then rejoined my family near Green Huil, Jackson Co, Ky and engaged in farming
whicn 1 found that [ was urRble 10 dv munaal labor duc to my near blindoess. I was
tremted there by Dr. Edwards and found thet by remaining in a dark room my
eydsight wonld improve but at the least bit of light or heat made it worse. That
persplration or exereise of my eyes is terribly painfal I removed in Dec, 1368 to
Mershous Crossroads to afford myself better medicul treatment by Dr. William F.
yicDowell and Dr. Presley A. Faris. They treated me for a time but were unable t0
rendor any relief. [ have aat been abie to perform any manual labor since service
but such things 23 shulking or shelling corn and such as any blind man could de, it
daies pass the time however. 1 have 10 have an alde or another person to conduct me
.u?g May 1867.
Hé list a5 dnetors which have treated him ; Dr. Willlam Gugg- James Foster-Presley
Firis- Dr Edward Green -William Me Dowell and Captain Colkdwell. His statement
witsessed by Charles Baugh and 5.E Baugh Dec. 30, 1879. Samue} Custecl was the
juptice of Peace im Laurel .
k Laurel County Cenaus
Lafayette Carter age 48 born Va blind farmer
Mary 1. 36
James 1. 14
Moses 12
Loucinda 8
Sacah 6
Eliza 3
beath 1

In 1880 Cemsus Charles Carter age 16 is listed as a laborer in the household of
#:eph ¥. Baugh, » Merchant snd Farmer.

wmining surgeons report by Dr, Jumes Foster gives this discription of Cary. His
beight £77 : 150 pounds: sge 47;Pulse normsl; respiration normal: complexion dark
: i hereby certify that [ have carefully examined Cary L. Carter this date of Jaguary
8, 1880, wio is an applicant for invalid pensioo resulting from oss of sight. It is my
opinion that he ia totally first grade incapacitated for obtalning his subaistence by
msunwal Isbor. Tha disability {s permanent.” He has lost both eyes, 1 do not think ke
cpn more than discern daylight owing to 2 thick harden catarset of both cornea’s.
He was led to my hause by a guide and 1 find ¢the disability 1” grade.
Dr. James Foster.

Welcome Mallins, John B. Black; Moses Mullins state, Dec. 24™, 1880 that they are
welt uequainted witk Cary L. Carter ,before and afier the war and swear that he
was without disease of the eyes prior to entering the Service nad kaow that he was a
pumber onx shot with a single axle gun and that his eyes are now impaired and
dineased and continuously grow worse. That he cannot recognize his neighbors until
ypoken to0,

Also supporting his ¢laim were Silas Fiannery, John Simpson, Edmond A. Lucas
and Lizzie Spivey. But Cary was not withoat enemies.. Just as the declaration was
mear passing. @ poison pen of a neighbor haklted the process.



Dated April 10, 1881
Mershons Cross Rords
To; Honorable Commissioner of Pessions Washington B.C.
(S‘:‘ be letter follows ms it was written)
Fy
I have the horror 10 write you in relation to the claim of Cary L, Carter of Mershons
Roads , belicviag his clairn 1o be {randulent and unjust from what I know
pérsonslly and from refiable information. 1 have lived near neighbor Cery L. Carter
fdr nine yesrs and from his statements to me | am satisfied that he is not justly
eftitled to a pension from fact that he did no service being absent nearly the eatire
peried of his salaty aud at the close of the war returned to his command and
through the influence of interested parties was restored to the rolbs and drew his full
phy-now deeply interested parties are a1 work to obtain s peasion for bim. Parties
that he is deeply indebted io in order 1o secure their debiy they are pushing his clnim
for him. 1 am: not interested in nowise neither for mor against the claimant but thoae
tho did wn service ta their country should have no pension.
'ery Reapectfully yours-J.C. Moreland
The Commissioner of Pensions sent an inquiry fo the postmaster of Mershous of the
chamcter of J,C, Morciand whereas he replied;
June 15, 1881
Sir, In regard to your inquiry of the character of J.C. Moreland it might be termed
dubious and his reputation for credibility is fair. He is a man of flery temperment
spd easily offended and would nut , a my vpinion hasten to do maything to avenge a
mear or supposed slight or wrong,
id Moreland tried to get & power of sttorney of the said Cary L. Carter for one
+5. Rowan of Indianapolis and for the collection of said claim and failed to get it
sud because offended Beace his report.
Yours respectfully,
JAF. Baugh
Rostmaster of Mershons

The commlissioner of Pensions ulse sent Cary an inguiry, it is as follows:
June 7" 1881

ir;
i your invalid pensiop ciaim no. 128.286 you are requested fo furnish & sratement
under of oath showing where you were snd what you were doing from September
1861 to Octeber 1864 whethker you were not at the time enjoying good health and
recelving good wages as 4 farmer and in charge of a Large number of Negroes.
Respectfutly,
Cuommissioner.(Signature unreadable)

Csry reapome:

4|, Cary L. Carter, appticant for invalid pension state that my post vifice for five
Years immediately preceding my enlistment was Mershons Cross Roads, Laurel
County, Kentucky and my post office address for the first year subsequent to my
discharge from said service was Green Hall, Jackson Cowoly, Kentucky. The post

f
|



office Green Hall is near the dividing line between the county of Jackson and
shey”.

Cary’s mark X
Frustrated Cary writes the following letter 3
June 22, 1881
Hpnorable Robert Lineoln.
The delogativn in Congress from this State being the Rebel Soldiers or dislaysl men
the Union soldiers buve no one to ald them at home and hearing of the kindness of
yaur father 1 am persunded that you will listen to a call of distress, 1 have been an
applicant for peasion for 15 years and have furnished foads of proof that I am blind.
Lpst my sight iz my conntry’s service, both myseif and cbildren are nearly naked
agd hungry. Can 't you lend me your influence with the pension department im
wdhich my cluim no. 128286.

mry L. Carter Co K, 7" Ky laf. Vol
(Robert was the pon of Abrsham Lincoluy
The uext page in the pension files is from the War Department, The letter that Cary
sént was ,respectiully referred to the Commissioner of Pension, by order of the
secretary of War, signed- H. Crosby adding,” Urging the prompt action of the
pension claim no, 128.286"

The Department of Pension ta J.C. Moreland ,"Will you please return this letter
with as much information as you possess as tc when and where and how Cary L.

arter contracied the discase of the eyes.”

orelamd writes;

I'have only been acquainted with Cary L. Carter for nise years and the facty in my
fprmer letter were chtained from his own mouth and akso from his neighbors and on
my first meeting with bim his eyes appeared to be discased (o sowe cxtent although
lie traveled where he pleased without & guide but his eyes have grown worse and 1
mhust say in justice to humarity be is otherwise diseased and is aot abie 1o perform
any kind of manusl labor but as 1o weather his eyes were diseased by fever while in
the service | am unabie te say although I am informed that duriug his service he
kollowed his usual occupation. I am confined to the house by diseare which prevents
mie froms hunting up men who koew him after he was discharged end while in the

rvice and after he Jeft the command he did mot live in this county but lived in

ackson snd Madison County during bis service, 1 live within » half of 2 mile of him
and have beem personally and fntimatcly acquainted with him snd his eyen has been
fiseased tugether with other organic discases but I am unable to teli you Row or
where they were contracted. The recards of the war department will show the tale,
Any seidier who rendered his country’s service and in the line of dury contracted
sny disability should be cared for by the government aod [ would not cast a stone

his way If that be the case. Please regard this as strictly confldential as this is a
peculiar county.
¥oar Obedient Serviat. John €, Moreland

Fdward Carter was horn March 1886,Cary and Mary June’s laat child.



!
Aug .23, 1887
Hgn. Wm Dudiey

Cdmmissioner of Pensions ]
Sig. in reply to your letter of 18" of August, I cheerfully furnish you the information

ired. Cary L. Carter, the applicent for pension was private i» Co, X, 7 Inf
Veél. Whose claim has been pending in your Dept. for nearly 14 years until pow the
aﬁpiicmt cannot lust long and it would be truly gratifying to all good and loyal
péape of this county if this honersble soldier could obiain the pension he 5o justly
deserves.

Very traly youry,
J¢hn C. Moreland

E| ctly what nitered Moreland's reaposse will probabty never be known? However,
for every enemy there iy often sn overlooked fricnd and that one for Cary was O.T.
Axbill, who toek it apon himself to write snd heseech the governaent ‘to do the

t thing'.
ate of Kentucky
oanty of Laurel
Ih the matter of the peasion claim of Cary Carter, iate spldder in the U.S.. 1, O.T.

il do certify that [ am & physician that my p.o. address s Alamont, Laurel
County, Ky, that 1 am 34 years old and have been practicing medicine for 16 years
snd on this duy the 27 of January 1839 did ge (w the residence of Cary Carter and
qurcfully cxassime hins, I fownd soldier suffering from a case of chronic bronchitis
with trouble in the left lung. Soldier aiso has u case of functienal heart trouble and
e is blind. I have been intimately acquainted with Cary Carter for the Ixst tem years

nd have been his family physician for  great part of the thae and have treated him
r each of the aforcaaid troubics, scveral times, but could only glve him partial
lief. The truth is sobdier is a physical wreck. 1 do nor believe he can live but 2 short
: me. Soldier is not able to do any manual labor, he has to be walted on and bed
here ever hie goes, I beseech that you do the right thing by this poor man.
.T. Azhbill

Maybe it was the desperate plea of a citizen and a friend, perhaps it was the

ressure laden by the Seeretary of War or the chauge of Morciand’s band, whatever
khe cause, Cary™s pension had been » long hard fight not witheut bitterness from a
ptruggle to long. Iv the end the Government did do the right thing and bhack pay
Cary for the many years be struggled, setting the pay scale at $8,00 2 month for the
ften years the pension had pended. He was 1o receive §72.00, commencing March 4"
1890, Sudly bic would dic at Lis home upon February L7, 1892, age 60 years of

%enrt failure. He was buried upoe his farmiand in the family Cemetery in Mershans



