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JOSEPH REYNOLDS OF PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY: HIS PARENTS AND PROGENY

While researching the family history of my friend and neighbor,
Nancy Edwards Batterman, I was taken aback when I discovered that she
descends from four separate Reynolds great-great grandfathers. Three
of these I have proven to be grandsons of Joseph and Margaret Devin
Reynolds. The fourth is very likely the son of Joseph Reynolds and his
second wife, Nancy Ford. I reluctantly concluded that I would have to
try to trace every Reynolds in the county to be sure about my friend's
lineage,

William Reynolds Not Joseph's Father

Joseph Reynolds was. born ca. 1760 and married Mavrgaret Devin 21
Aug. 1780 (bond). Several sources have identified him as the son,
Joseph, named in the 1791 will of William Reynolds of Pittsylvania
County, with mother Martha and siblings: sally, Tiffey, Betty, Thomas,
John, Jesse, William, James, Alice, Lucy, Richard Cole, and Anna Davis
Reynolds.

Although the time frame for this Joseph is logical, he is clearly
not "our Joseph" who married Margaret Devin and lived for most of his
life on Tomahawk Creek in the northwest section of the county. William
Reynolds, the alleged father, does not appear in Pittsylvania Co. until
about 1782, when he buys 200 acres of land from Robert Walters on
Burches Creek (DB 6/240). He sold to his son Jesse, so named in the
deed, 100 acres of this land 16 Bpr. 1787 (DB 8/20). In his will,
(D&WB 9/37), dated 16 Jan. 1791, William lent the 104-acre moielty of
the tract to his wife Martha for her lifetime; at her death, the land
was to go to two other sons: Joseph Reynolds,54 acres, and Richard
Cole Reynolds, the other 50 acres. William Reynolds’' will was proven
18 July 1791. oOn 17 Feb. 1794, Jesse Reynolds purchased from Joseph
Reynolds and wife Betsey, of Halifax County, and from Richard Cole
Reynolds and wife Nancy, of Pittsylvania County, 104 acres on Burches
Creek, land "left by will of Wm. Reynolds, dec'd., to Joseph and
Richard Reynolds" (DB 9/510). This clearly proves that Joseph, son of
this William Reynolds, was married to Betsey (Elizabeth Turner, in
Halifax Co. 27 Nov. 1787) and NOT Margarel Devin.

Of the large family of (William and Martha Reynoldsy only one son
remained in this county to carry on the name. This was (Jesse) IHe had
eight daughters who got married here: Patsy, m. 1801 Stephen Bawber; BAr i
Nancy, m. 1803 Frederick Brown; Judith, m. 1803 Samuel Matherly; Anne,

m. 1812 Wm. Shackleford;(§§jlylwm:“lalongyiglgigig; Elizabeth, m.. 1819
Champness Evans; Milley, m. 1810 Vincent Brown; and Mary, m. Jesse
Pearman. His sons were Josegh, m. 1825 Mary Seymore, and William, m.
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