
 Notes and documents from Mary Frances Eggleston, descendant of William Neely of Pittsylvania, VA 

Mary Frances made contact with me in May 2020 asking if I had additional information on this William Neely. 
She is descended from Mary Neely, daughter of William, who married Hugh Reynolds on December 30, 1756. 
They were married by a Scot Presbyterian circuit rider named John Cuthbertson at William Neely’s home in 
Muddy Run, Lancaster Co, PA. The excerpt below is from a transcript of his diary. 

 

In September 1769,  a Robert Neally in Pittsylvania Co, VA purchased 189A of land from John Neally of 
Augusta Co for 100 pounds as shown below. Pittsylvania Co was formed from Halifax Co in 1766. We know 
Robert Neelly b. 1741 and son of James Sr. of Botetourt sold land in 1767 while living in Halifax Co that he 
had purchased from his father in 1761 based on two records from Chalkley’s Chronicals. It seems likely that it 
may have been Robert b. 1741 who  made this purchase two years later. We also know that John Neally could 
have been living in Botetourt which was formed from Augusta Co in 1769. This possibility is bolstered by 
having William McCleneehan as a witness. John Neally bought the land from wealthy landowner John Chiswell 
prior to his death in 1766 and the 189A sold to Robert was part of the Tract John Neally purchased from John 
Chiswell.  

 

Five years later in November 1774, William sold 57A of his land to his son-in-law, Hugh Reynolds for 50 
pounds. The Indenture mentions that the 57A was part of the tract that John Nealey had originally purchased 
from John Chiswell and sold to William Nealey. See excerpt from the Indenture on the next page. Since 
William already owned his property when John sold land to Robert in 1769 and the 1774 indenture states that 
John sold the land purchased from Chiswell to William, it would appear that John Nealey sold his land to 
William prior to 1769 except for a 189A tract he held out which was later sold to Robert in 1769.We don’t yet 
have the transaction where John bought the land from John Chiswell nor the transaction where John sold the 
land to William, but both should be in the Deed books.  



 

 

Approximate location of William Nealy’s land adjacent 
to the 189A Robert Neelly purchased from John 
Neally on Tomahawk Creek. JRN June 2020 
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We don’t know if these Neelys, John, William and Robert, were related. While it seems likely that Robert might 
have been the son of James Sr. of Botetourt who was living in Halifax Co in 1767, William died in Pittsylvania 
Co in February, 1789 and could not have been William, son of James Sr., who was the only William living in 
Botetourt then who died in Franklin, TN in 1826. Mary Frances sent a copy of William’s will and probate 
records, shown on following pages, which show that his wife was no longer living, his daughter Mary was 
living, but her husband Hugh Reynolds was not. William left his land and belongings to Mary and his two 
grandsons, William and Joseph Reynolds since he evidently had no sons.  An estimate of Willliam’s age might 
be made based on the marriage of Mary, his only known child. Assuming she was 21 when she married Hugh 
Reynolds in 1757, she would have been born about 1736. Assuming William was about 26 when Mary was 
born, he would have been born around 1710. 

 So who was the John who bought the land from John Chiswell prior to 1766? The most likely possibilty would 
seem to be “old John” b. ~1702 who showed up in Botetourt about 1750 with young adult children. How might 
he be related to William? Based on the age estimates it appears William might have been a younger brother of 
“old John” who we know was buying land in Botetourt in the 1760’s and would have known James Sr’s son, 
Robert b. ~1741 who sold land in Botetourt while living in Halifax Co in 1767 that he had acquired from his 
father in 1761, presumably when he turned 21. 

So here is my speculation and hypothesis. While there is no proof, circumstantial evidence discussed 
above leads me to think it is likely that “old John” of Botetourt probably arrived in Philadelphia with his 
younger brother William and perhaps other siblings around 1730 when William would have been about 
20. They settled in Lancaster Co, PA and William lived in Muddy Run around Martic Township where 
his daughter, Mary, married Hugh Reynolds in 1757.  “old John” had moved with his wife Elizabeth and 
4 young adult children to the Botetourt settlement close to Roanoke VA in the early1750’s, probably 
because he knew and was possibly related to James and John Neely who had settled there. All the Neelys 
there acquired large amounts of land. William and his wife were probably contacted by “old John” in the 
early to mid 1760’s after purchasing the land in what became Pittsylvania Co  and offered the land at an 
attractive price. William died there in February 1789 leaving land to his daughter and two grandsons, 
William and Joseph Reynolds. 

Future research efforts to evaluate this hypothesis should concentrate on land purchases and taxes in 
Lancaster Co, PA and Pittsylvania Co, VA. Specifically, those of William and “old John”.  

JRN  June, 2020 
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1859 map of Pittsylvania County, VA 



 

 

 

 

William Neelys daughter, Mary, was married to Hugh Reynolds on December 30 1756 
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